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May 21st, 2023   |   The Ascension of the Lord 
 

 

T  P   
S  M   A  

C   F  

N : 2677 Delsea Dr, Franklinville   S  C   S : 700 N Delsea Dr, Clayton 
 

P  O : 49 W North St, Clayton, NJ 08312-1114   P : 856-881-9155   F : 856-881-9166 
O  H : Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday: 10:00a-2:00p; Thursday: 10:00a-12:00 noon 

(You may also call the Parish Office to schedule an appointment any time outside of these hours.) 
 

F  S  P    L   E : Please contact the Parish Office. 
N  P : Welcome! Please take a look at our website or call to register 

 

Please visit our website at https://www.psma-nj.com  
or on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/PSMAinDoC 

 

R . L  E. P , P  
 

P  M  S : 
 

“To bear witness to God the Father, 
to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ,  

and to be guided by the Holy Spirit.” 

D  M  S  
 

Monday: 9a at Saint Catherine 
Tuesday: 9a at Nativity 

Wednesday: 9a at Nativity 
Thursday: 9a at Saint Catherine 

First Fridays: 9a at Saint Catherine 
First Saturdays: 9a at Saint Catherine 

 

W  M  S  
 

Saturday: 4p at Nativity 
Sunday: 8a at Saint Catherine 

10a at Nativity 
 

H  D  M  S  
 

Vigil: 7p at Saint Catherine 
Holy Day: 9a & 7p at Nativity 

 

(Please confirm with  
Mass Intention Schedule.) 

 

R  
 

Saturday: 3:00-3:30p at Nativity 
(or by appointment) 

O  M  

Fran Carder 
PSMA.FranC@gmail.com 

 

B  
Cindy Simpson 

PSMA.CSimpson@gmail.com 
 

P  E-M  A  
PSMA.Rectory@gmail.com 

 

PREP E-M  
religiousedsmap@gmail.com 

 

S  M   A  
R  S  

856-881-0067 
office@smrsonline.com 

 

P  
Mr. Ronald Ferraro 
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4:00p Julia Mae Kratson  

8:00a Anne Ellena  by The Sandelier Family 
10:00a The People of the Parish 

9:00a  Curt Matias  by Dan & Karen Seniff 

9:00a Nicholas Loggia  by Jim & Pauline Mello 

9:00a James Carle  by Mary Ann Yurkonis 

9:00a Anne Ellena  by John & JoAnn Walsh 

~ No Parish Mass ~ 

4:00p The People of the Parish 

8:00a Anne Ellena  by The Arnold Family 
10:00a Fr. John E. Bruni  by Joe & Kathy Tinney 

Sanctuary Candle 
 

   If you’ve been thinking about having the Sanctuary 
Candles burn in the memory of your loved one, 
envelopes are available in the Gathering Spaces of both 
the Nativity and Saint Catherine of Siena for your 
intentions and offering of $15. Please contact the Parish 
Office with any questions at 856-881-9155. 
 

The Sanctuary Candle in Nativity Church 
Burns in Memory of  

 

Robert Carder, Jr. 
 

Requested by: Dan & Karen Seniff 

O  M  H  P  L  
 
   If you have a family member serving in one of the branches of the 
military, please send their name, rank, and branch of service to the 
Parish Office (PSMA.Rectory@gmail.com or 856-881-9155). 
 

Please keep our brave service people in your prayers, 
Especially those suffering from the effects of war. 

 

US Army 
 

CPL Austin Arledge, Specialist Bryan Jenkins,  
1st SGT Shane W. McLaughlin, MAJ Eric Miller, CPT Graham Miller,  

& PFC Vincenzo Taormina 
 

US Navy 
 

AWR Daniel Carr, AG1 Jamie Engleman, EM2 William Little, 
 & Kurt Reinhold, US Navy 

 

US Air Force 
 

AB Jacob R Custis  
 

US Marine Corps 
 

WO3 Brad Davis, SGT Nate McAllister, & CPT James V. Tumolo 
 

LT JG Dominic J. Tumolo, US Navy; US Army Medic 

Harriet Bajewicz, George Bromwell,  
Nicholas & Rob Christian, Henry Cottelli, Jim Cesanek, 

Janice Donahower, Judy Dutton, Mimi Hall,  
Don & Matt Healy, Rosemary McBride, Eileen Mulholland, 

Dot Myers, Barbara Stroh, Kathryn Tanner, 
Karen J. Viola, and Joanna Walczak 

If you have a family member who you would like added to the 
Prayer List, please ask their permission (due to the HIPAA 

Privacy Act) and contact the Rectory by calling 856-881-9155 or 
e-mailing PSMA.Rectory@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 

 

S  P   
 

“I am praying for them …”    
~ John 17:9 ~ 

 

   Prayer is the foundation of our Faith and the foundation 
of Stewardship. Prayer is always the first best option in 
any situation – not just our last resort. Pray for friends 
and family, and especially for those that don’t treat you 
very well. Pray to give praise, to thank, and to ask God 
for help. Pray to see what God wants you to do with the 
gifts He has given you. Teach others how to pray. It has 
been said that teaching someone how to pray is the best 
gift you can give someone. 

S , M  27  

A   C  / V   P  

M , M  22  
– R   C  

T , M  23  

F , M  26  
— P  N  

T , M  25  

B   V , P  G  VII, M  M   P  

S , M  20  
– B   S  / V    A  

S , M  21  
– T  A    L  

W , M  24  
 

S , M  28  
– P  
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

     There are a number of details in this weekend’s Gospel for the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord that 
help us shape our interpretation of the passage. “The eleven disciples went to Galilee.” Not twelve, but eleven. 
Judas is no longer among the company of those who represent the new Israel. This remains a painful reminder 
that not all of the followers of Jesus are perfect. We doubt. We drag our feet. Maybe we are not as courageous in 
carrying forth Jesus’ saving mission into the world as we might be or should be. Yet, in spite of our weakness, 
Jesus has still empowered each and every one of us who call ourselves Christian to carry on His ministry. His 
ministry will continue. 
 

     The disciples went to Galilee. Galilee is where Jesus’ saving mission began. Is Galilee where it also ends? 
Not really. However, these verses from Saint Matthew’s Gospel ... Chapter 28 ... conclude his account. Note that 
there is no mention of the Ascension in these verses. Saint Matthew ends with the Great Commission to go and 
baptize: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age” (Mt 28:19-20). There is no end to Jesus’ being with us because we are to take up 
His work and carry it – carry Him – forward for all time. 
 

     One final detail: Jesus ordered His disciples to a mountain ... a place in Scripture for divine encounter and 
divine revelation. The encounter ... Jesus promises to be with them “until the close of the age.” His Presence is 
His farewell gift to the disciples. The revelation ... they are to take up His saving mission by making “disciples of 
all nations” through baptizing and teaching. The disciples are His farewell gift to the world. And by taking up His 
saving mission ... so are we. 
 

     It takes us a lifetime of following Jesus and proclaiming His Good News to learn how gifted we are and what a 
gift we are to others. What the disciples hadn’t yet come to fully believe was that Jesus would always remain with 
them, giving them strength ... through the Spirit. There was a startling newness to what Jesus was doing and the 
message He was conveying. Never before had someone been present with them who “fills all things in every 
way” (Second Reading). Never before had someone so completely shared power. Never before had someone 
promised the most potent power – the Holy Spirit who is with us “until the end of the age.” 
 

     The power given Jesus is now handed over to His disciples ... and the new thing about this power is that it is a 
divine Person ... it is the Holy Spirit who is sent to dwell within us ... it is the Holy Spirit to make us one with 
divinity. This Spirit given us is the way Jesus remains with us “always, until the end of the age.” We have the 
power … to make disciples ... to baptize ... and to teach. We are Jesus’ gift to others. But more importantly, we 
have the power to be the Presence of the Risen Christ through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit ... which is Jesus’ 
gift to us. With the Holy Spirit, we can faithfully continue His ministry. The Holy Spirit transforms each one of us 
into being gifts for others. 
 

     We are like the disciples not only in our doubting, but also in that we have been given the power to continue 
the work of Jesus Christ. In a society in which healthy self-esteem is so difficult for so many people, consider 
what Jesus does for each and every one of us ... He gives us the power to continue His work and, even more, He 
remains with us, so we are His Risen Presence for others. How healthy should our self-esteem be! We carry 
within us the Holy Spirit ... the Risen Presence of Jesus Christ! How urgent our response needs to be. Jesus 
chooses us to continue His Presence ... to continue to be His saving mission in our world. 
 

     May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and your 
families be well and safe on this Ascension Day and always! 

~ Fr. Larry 
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“Keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, who Himself said,  
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”   

~ Acts 20:35 ~ 
 

   As we move forward into spring, a season of renewal 
and rebirth, we continue providing assistance to those 
who come to our church seeking a helping hand. If you 
would like to help, you may leave your donations of 
nonperishable items in the Gathering Spaces of both 
Nativity and Saint Catherine of Siena churches, or you 
may deliver them directly to the pantry at the O’Meara 
Conference Center from 10:15 to 11:30a on 
Wednesday mornings.  
 

     Here are some suggested items: pasta, ramen 
noodles, instant potatoes, tuna, canned chicken (or 
other canned meats), rice, canned fruit, applesauce, 
crackers, peanut butter and jelly. Also, nonfood items 
such as soap, bathroom tissue, shampoo, toothpaste 
and toothbrushes are appreciated. 

 
T       

 ! 

 

P    
S  M   A  

F  P  
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Please know that you can easily find Diocesan audio 
podcasts and YouTube resources from local Catholic 
experts, produced by the Office of Communications 
with the Catholic Star Herald, to share with others at 
talking.catholicstarherald.org/ 

 
Subscribe to these YouTube channels to view all videos: 

 

Subscribe to the Catholic Star Herald YouTube channel: 
 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCLK-2e35CrjDzJIprO6s4Q 
 

Subscribe to the Talking Catholic YouTube channel: 
 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCKPigUniIpN77DldUfyweow 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33 
 

Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 
 

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab;         
Jn 17:11b-19 
 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11;           
Jn 17:20-26 
 

Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19 
 

Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7; Jn 21:20-25 
 

Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14          
or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30; Rom 8:22-27;             
Jn 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1 Cor 
12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 


